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REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ORDERS 
For the Main Army under Washington. 1778-1779. 



(From Originals in the Correction in the Virginia Historical Society.) 



(continued.) 
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For Guard . 
Gen'l Muhlenburg 

Brigadier to morrow Poor F. O. Lt. Colo. Reid & Major 
Brigade Major Baley. 

The G. C. M whereof Brigadier Gen'l Poor was Presid't 
is disolved. The Commander in Chief earnestly Calls on all 
Officers to pay the Strictest attention to the Orders of the 28 
January last Respecting their Mens ammunition and in ad- 
dition to that Order he directs that whenever a non Com- 
missioned Officer or Soldier is detected in discharging his 
peace or otherwise waisting his ammunition the first Com- 
manding Officer he is brought before shall Order him to be 
tyed up immediately and Receive 39 lashes on his bare back, 
and as many Soldiers Contrary to good order often straggle 
into the woods or buy Places to avoid being detected no Sol- 
dier in future to be allowed to Carry his Arms or accoutre- 
ments out of Camp unless on duty, and whenever the report 
of a Gun is heard in the vecinity of the Camp the Command- 
ing Officer of Regiments are desired to send off parties under 
non Commissioned Officer to apprehend the delinquent and 
bring him to immediate punishment. The Commanding 
Officers of Regiments & Corps will that see that this Order is 
red to their Officers & Men. Commanders of Companies will 
be careful to inform all their Men now absent of this Order 
when thay return to Camp. 



418 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

At a G. C. M. whereof Colo'l Vost was Presidant April i. 
1778 Doctor Deahea of the 4 New York Reg't tryed for 
neglect of duty & disobediance of Orders & behaving unbe- 
comeing a Gentleman & an Officer, useing meanasing language 
to his Col'o and spreading False reports to his prejudice found 
not Guilty of either of the Charges exhibited against him & 
unanimously acquit with honour. Also Ensign Bloomfield 1 of 
the 3d Jersey Battilion tryed by the same Court for Conduct- 
ing himself in an unOfficer & unSoldierlike manner in Suffer- 
ing himself to be surprised by the Enimy near the lines, after 
mature deliberation the Court are unanimously of opinion that 
Ensign Blomfield is not Guilty of the Charge exhibited against 
him & that his Conduct far from being unOfficerlike merrits 
applause & is worthy of immitation. The Commander in 
Chief Confirms the fore going opinions of the Court & Orders 
Doctor Deahea & Ensign Bloomfield to be immediately dis- 
charged from their arrests. At the same Court Ensign Kairk 2 
of Colo'l Graysons Regiment tryed for suffering Major Taylor 
one of the Officers of the Day to surprise him at his Piquet, 
For permiting several of his Guard to be asleep with their 
accoutrements off & for not demanding either the Parole or 
Countersign after the Guard was Paraded, Found guilty of 
the Charges exhibited against him and Sentanced to be repri- 
manded by the Command Officer of his Regiment in presence 
of the Officers of his Corps. The General approves the Sent- 
ance and orders it to take place tomorrow. 



G. O. 
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'James Bloomfield, wounded at the battle of Germantown, ensign 3d 
New Jersey, October 4, 1777, afterwards lieutenant and adjutant, resigned 
October 31, 1780. 

2 Robert Kirk, of Virginia, ensign Grayson's additional regiment July 
23, 1777. 2d lieutenant Gist's regiment, April 22, 1779, retired January 1, 
1781, died August 28, 1828. 
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Brigadier to morrow Muhlenburg. 

F. O. Col'o Parker & L't Col'o Dehart. Brig'e Maj'r 
Haskell. 

The Inspector from Huntingtons Brigade. 

The Court Martiall whereof Col'o Vost was Presidant is 
disolved & another ordered to set at 9 OClock A. M. at the 
usual Place, whereof Col'o Craig is appointed Presid't to try 
such Prisoners as shall be brought before them, a Captain 
from each Brigade to attend as members, a sub from the 2 
Pensylvania Brigade to attend at the Adjutant Gen'l Office at 
3 OClock this afternoon where he will receive his Orders. 
The Hon'o Congress have thought proper to recommend to 
the United States of America to sit apart Wednesday the 22 
Instant to be observed as a day of fasting, humiliation & 
prayer that at one time and with one voice a righteous dispen- 
sation of providence may be acknowledged, & his goodness 
and mercy towards us and our Arms supplicated and im- 
plored. The Gen'l directs that this day shall allso be most 
regularly observed in the Army — no work be done thereon and 
that the several Chaplains do prepair discorses suitable to the 
occation. The Funeral honours at the interment of Officers 
are for the Future to be Confined to a solemn praxation of 
Officers and Soldiers in numbers suitable to the Rank of the 
deceased with Reversed Arms, Fireing on this occation in 
Camp is to abolished. At a G. C. M. whereof Col'o Vost was 
Presidant Ap'l 4, 1778 William McMoath matross in Captain 
Lees 3 Company Col'o Lambs Regiment of Artillery was 
brought before the Court Charged with desertion to the 
Enimv, after mature deliberation the Court are of opinion, that 
he is Guilty of a breach of the 1st Article 6 Section of the 
Articles of War and do Sentance him to be hanged till he is 
Dead, Dead. His Excellency the Commander in Chief Con- 
firms the opinion of the Court, & Orders Wm. McMoath to 
be executed next Friday at 10 OClock. Maj'r Nicholas is 
appointed Field Officer this day Vice Maj'r Dickenson. 

'James Lee of Pennsylvania, Captain Continental Artillery. 
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April 13, Head Quarters. 

S S C P 

Detail for Guard . . 1. 4 

Weeks Command . . 1. o. 3 

Fatigue .... 3 

Gen. Muhlenburg . . 1. 8. 

Brigadier Gen'l to morrow Patterson. 

F. O. Col'o Gray & Major Moor— Brig'e Maj'r Scely. 

The Inspector from Varnoms Brigade. 

The General Officers are desired to meat at Lord Sterlings 
Quarters at 10 OClock next Wednesday morning — The G. C. 
M. that was Ordered to set this day will set to morrow at 
the time & place mentioned in yesterdays Orders, and strict 
inquiry made into the Reasons of non attendance of any mem- 
bers warned. 

At a Gen'l Court Martial whereof Col'o Vost was Presid't 
Ap'l 4-78 Philip Cuilp and Inhabitant of the State of Pensyl- 
vania Tryed for attempting to Carry Flour into Philadelphia, 
found Guilty and sentanced to Receive 50 lashes & to be 
imployed in some Publick work for the use of the Contenent 
whilst the British Army Continues in this State, unless he 
shoud choose to Enlist into the Continental Service, during 
the present War. John Bloom an Inhabitant of this State 
tryed at the same Court for attempting to Carry flour into 
Philadelphia, found Guilty and Sentanced the same as Cuilp 
at the same Court by adjournment April 7th. Captain Ben- 
sted 4 Pay Master of the 10 Pensy'a Regiment tryed For dis- 
obaying the orders of Capt Cox by refuseing to pay him when 
he payed the other Officers of the Regiment, the Court having 
Considered the Charge & the evidances are unanimously of 
opinion that Capt. Bensted is guilty of the Charge exhibited 
against but think that the Orders of his Colonel justifyed his 



'Alexander Benstead, ensign 10th Pennsylvania June 2, 1778, lieuten- 
ant March 1, 1780, according to Heitman, who does not state that he 
was a captain. 
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refusal to pay Capt Cox and therefore do acquit him. The 
Commander in Chief approves the foregoing Sentances except 
the stripes in the two first & ordered them to take place and 
that Capt Bensted be released from his arrest. John Evans an 
Inhabitant of this State, Tryed at the same Court for at- 
tempting to send Provision into Philadelphia, Found Guilty 
of the Charge exhibited against him being a breach of a Re- 
solve of Congress and Sentanced to be sent to Carlile their 
to be imployed in some Work for the benefit of the publick 
during the Continuance of the Enimy in this State. The 
Commander in Chief approves the Sentance and Orders it to 
take place. 

Adam Gilchrist an assistant forage Master tryed at the same 
Court for abuseing & threatning to take the life of a Soldier 
Found Guilty of the Charge exhibited against him, but as the 
nature of the insult Received by him rendered instantanious 
Chastisement necessary the Court are of opinion he is Pardon- 
able. The Commander in Chief Confirms the opinion of the 
Court & Orders Mr. Gilchrist to be discharged from his arrest. 



Head Quarters Ap'l 14, 1778. 

Brigadier Gen'l to morrow Maxwell. 

F O Colo'l Bowman & Lt. Colo'l Nevell. 

Brigade Major Walker. 

The Inspector from Mclntoshes Brigade Maj'r Beal will 
immediately repair to Rednor to releive Major Conway — L't 
McKenner is appointed to do the duty of Brigade Major in 
late Conways Brigade till Major Staf Returns and is to be 
accordingly Respected. The B Q Masters will apply to mor- 
row for their respective proportion of paper. 

The Medicine Chests from Gen'l Greens Devision to be 
sent immediately to the Yellow Springs to be refilled. A Re- 
turn to be made of such Regiments who have no Chests to 
Mr. Cuttuf Apothecary Gen'l of the middle Hospital who will 
supply them. The General was very much pleased in rideing 
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thro the lines Yesterday to see what attention some of the 
Brigadiers had paid to his Orders, respecting the neatness & 
purity of their Camp. He wishes it had bin General, but the 
Case was otherwise and (notwithstanding repeated Orders en- 
joining cleanlyness) the smell in some places intolerable ow- 
ing to the want of necessaries or the neglect of them. He 
therefore and for the last time (without proceeding to ex- 
tremities) requests that all kind of dirt and filth, as well that 
in Front, Rear and between the Hutts as what shall be Found 
on the Parade, or before the Doors be Raked together and 
burnt or buried. The Regimental Q Masters are to see that 
necessaries where wanted are immediately dug & that fresh 
earth be thrown into them every morning. The B Q Masters 
are to see that the offal at the Slaughter pens for their re- 
spective Brigades is buried daly. Thay will be answerable 
for the neglect of this duty & will without fail be arrested for 
the smallest inattention to them. Sentinals from the Quarter 
Guards are to be posted at proper places, who are to make 
Prisoner any Soldier who shall attempt to ease himself any 
where but at a proper necessary, and 5 lashes are to be ordered 
him immediately, by the Commanding Officer of the Rcgim't 
to which the delinquent belongs, for the offence and disobedi- 
ance of Orders. That a Soldier may not ignorantly offend 
against this Order, it is to be read to them frequently, and 
the Serjeants are to take Care that all new Comers are in- 
formed thereof or thay will be answerable themselves. The 
General observing that many Hutts are without Straw the Q 
M G will therefore provide it for the Soldiers to lodge on. 

At. a G. C. Martial whereof Col'o Vost was Presidant 
April 6-78 Doctor Sachett 5 Surgeons Mate of the 14 Virginia 
Regiment Tryed first for repeatedly neglecting to Visit & pro- 
cure necessaries for the Sick of the Regiment 2nd for absent- 
ing himself and going to the State of New York without 
leave, acquitted of the first Charge but found Guilty of the 

6 Dr. James Sakett, surgeons mate, 14th Virginia, 1777, resigned April 
24, 1773. 
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second being a breach of Article 5th 14th Section of the 
Articles of war & Sentanced to be reprimanded by the Com- 
mand Officer of the Regiment to which he belongs. The Com- 
mander in Chief approves the Sentance and Orders it to take 
place tomorrow. 

S S C P 
for Guard . . . 1. 1. 1. 5 

fatigue .... 4 



R. O. Ap'l 15, 1778. 

The General Orders of Yesterday respecting the cleanlyness 
of the Camp must be punctually observed by the non Commis'd 
Officers and Soldiers, the Camp Collour Men must turn out 
every day under the Quarter Master Serjeant for the purpose 
of Cleaning the Streets, front & Rear of the Camp, any Camp 
Collour Man that will leave the part that shall be alloted to 
him to Clean before he has finished it, being Reported by the 
Quarter Master Serjeant shall Receive five Lashes on his 
bare back. 



Head Quarters, Ap'l 15, 1778. 
Brigadier Gen'l tomorrow Wain. 

F. O. Colo'l Patton & L't Col'o Bassett. 

Brigade Major Phenick. 

The Inspector from Woodfords Brigade. 

The men that are Drafted for the Commander in Chiefs 
Guard are to be included in their pay Abstracts till the first 
of April, after which thay will draw pay as a distinct Corps 
altho returned on Command in their respective Regiments. 

At a General Court Martial whereof Colo'l Craig was Pres- 
idant April 14-78 L't Ritter" of Colo'l Procters Regiment, 
Tryed for un Gentlemanlike behaviour and for going into 

•William Ritter of Pennsylvania, 2d lieutenant German regiment, July 
12, 1776, 1st lieutenant 4th Continental Artillery, April 1st, 1777, resigned 
March 11, 1779. 
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Philadelphia since in possession of the Enimy acquited of un 
Gentlemanlike behaviour but found Guilty of going into Phil- 
adelphia since the Enimy have taken possession of it, but on 
account of Circumstances do only Sentance him to be repri- 
manded in Brigade Orders. The Commander in Chief ap- 
proves the Sentance and orders it to take place. 

At the same Court John Foster of Col'l Malcolmns Regi- 
ment tryed for deserting to the Enimy pled guilty and in 
consideration of his Youth only sentanced to Receive ioo 
lashes on his bare back. The Commander in Chief approves 
the Sentance and orders it to be put in execution to morrow 
morning at the head of the Regim't to which belongs. 
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Head Quarters, Ap'l 16, 1778. 

Brigadier Gen'l to morrow Varnom. 

f. O. Colo'l Buker L't Colo'l Sheman. 

Brigate Major Marvin. 

The Inspector from Gen'l Scotts Brigade. 

The Commander in Chief directs that only one Suttler be 
allowed to each Brigade who shall have one Suttleing Booth 
within the limits of the Brigade (& shall sell liquor at no 
other) where he shall sell his liquors at the following prices 
to the Officers & Men of the Brigade to which he belongs and 
on no Pretence to any others under penalty of haveing his 
whole Stock Seized and being rendered incapable of evet 
serving as a suttler in the Army again — Whiskey, Peach 
Brandy Apple Brandy Cordials of all kind and any other home 
made Spirits at 1 5 1 p Gallon, p Guart 4|, pint 2, p half pint 
1 1 3, West India Spirits full proof p Quart 15 1, a bowl of toddy 
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Containing half a pint of Spirits j\6, no persons whatsoever 
besides such licenced Suttler or Commissary sent by particu- 
lar States shall sell liquors of any kind in Camp or within 
Seven Miles of Camp under penalty of having their whole 
Stock seized without payment for the use of the Army, except 
that the Quarter Master Gen'l is authorised to allow one or 
more houses of Entertainment to accomodate Travellers and 
Strangers who must necessarily be in the Vecinity of the 
Camp. The persons Receiving their Licence for that purpose 
giving sufficiant Security not to sell their Liquors to any per- 
son belonging to the Army. The Brigadier and Officers Com- 
manding Brigades are to report to the Adjutant General the 
name of the Suttlers of their respective Brigades, and when 
any change happens thay are to report it immediately. A 
Ration for the future shall concist of a pound and a half of 
flour or bread, One pound of beaf or fish or ^ lb of Pork & 
i Gill Whiskey or Spirits, or ]/ 2 lb flour or Bread J^lb Pork 
or Bacon Yz pint of peas or Beans one Gill of Whiskey or 
Spirits. Commissaries are directed to Issue Rations to the 
Army from time to time agreeable to either of the foregoing 
estimates according to the State of the Stores in Camp. Wil- 
liam McMoath under Sentance of death is Reprieved till 
further Orders. 

At a General Court Martial whereof Colonel Vost was 
President Ap'l 8, 78 Jones of the 9th Pennsyl- 
vania Regiment Tryed 1st for Desertion to the Enimy 2nd 
takeing the Oath of allegiance to the King of Great Britain,. 
Acquited of the first Charge but found Guilty of the second 
being a breach of the 5 Article 18 Section of the Articles of 
War and as he did not Return to his Regiment after leaving 
Philadelphia is an addition to his Crime thay Sentance him to> 
Receive 50 lashes and rejoin his Regiment. At the same Court: 
L't Orr T of the 10 Pensylvania Regiment Tryed for un Gen- 
tlemanlike behaviour and Conniving with Serjeant Hughes in 

'William Orr, ensign 10th Pennsylvania October 17, 1777, 2d lieuten- 
ant, cashiered as above. 
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Secreting stolen goods 2ndly for Counternancing him in Car- 
rying off and offering for sale a Mulatto Slave belonging to 
Major Shaw, found guilty of the first charge exhibited against 
him, being a breach of the 21 Article 14 Section of the Articles 
of War and Sentanced to be discharged from the service. 
The Commander in Chief approves the Sentance and Orders 
it to take place immediately. At the same James Gordon a 
soldier in the 2nd Virginia Regiment Tryed 1st for disertion 
a third time 2nd for forging a discharge 3d for re-inlisting in 
the 12 Pensylvania Regiment found Guilty of the several 
Charges exhibited against him, being breaches of the first and 
third Articles of the 6 Section of the Articles of War and 
Sentanced to Receive three hundreed lashes at three different 
times — one hundred for each Crime. The Gen'l approves the 
Sentance and Orders the execution of it to begin tomorrow 
morning at the head of the Regiment to which he belongs and 
Compleated at the discretion of the Commanding Officer of 
the Regim't. 

(to be continued.) 



VIRGINIA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 



Communicated by Mr. Lothrop Withington, 30 Little Russell street, 

W. C, London (including " Gleanings " by Mr. H. F. Waters, 

not before printed). 



George Carter [late of the Middle Temple, Esquire. — 
Probate Act Book]. Will 2 January 1741-2; proved 13 Janu- 
ary, 1 74 1-2. By the will of my deceased father Robert Carter, 
Esq. of the Colony in Virginia, certain lands therein are given 
to me as more particularly described with remainders to several 
of my brothers in different Orders. There are upon the lands, 
sets of Slaves, stocks, etc. for the management of Virginian 
estates. Such of my brothers as become entitled at my decease 
shall have no benefit in any other part of my real and personal 
Estate. As for certaine parts of my real and personal I leave to 
my brother John in trust. Such of my brothers as are entitled 



